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SUBJECT:    "FORTNIGHTLY  FOOD  SHIPPING  TIPS."    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics,  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel,  U.  S.  D.  A. 

—  oOo— 

Here  again  are  tips  on  food  prices  and  supplies  to  help  you  in  planning 
leals  and  marketing.    As  always  these  tips  come  direct  from  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D,  C. 

First,  here's  news  of  the  fruit  coming  to  market.    As  you  know,  October 
is  the  big  month  for  apples  and  grapes.    This  fall,  we  have  about  the  same  size 
crop  of  grapes  as  a  year  ago,  but  not  quite  so  many  apples.    The  1940  apple  crop 
is  about  20  percent  smaller  than  the  1939  crop.    But  because  apples  won't  be  going 
abroad  this  fall  as  they  usually  have,  you  may  not  notice  much  difference  in  the 
supply  of  apples  for  sale  in  your  market. 

Now  for  some  news  of  citrus  fruits.    Most  of  the  oranges  on  sale  for  the 
rest  of  the  month  will  continue  to  come  from  California.'    The  season  for  Florida 
and  Texas  grapefruit  and  oranges  is  late  this  year.    Florida  grapefruit  is  only 
just  appearing  on  the  market  now.    And  Florida  oranges  aren't  due  until  the  very 
last  week  of  the  month.    Heavy  shipments  of  grapefruit  from  Texas  aren't  expected 
until  November. 

So  much  for  fruit  news.    Now  about  vegetables.    This  time  of  year  markets 
have  fewer  tender  vegetables  but  more  of  the  hardy  vegetables  like  onions  and 
potatoes.    The  total  supply  of  vegetables  selling  this  month  will  add  up  to  more 
than  the  supply  a  year  ago.    Markets  this  year  have  more  potatoes  and  cabbage  but 
fewer  onions  and  sweetpotatoes. 
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Not  so  many  vege-tables  have  gone  into  cans  this  year  as  last  year  "but 
still  the  supply  of  canned  vegetables  is  fourth  largest  on  record.    You  can  expect 
more  canned  peas  on  the  grocery  shelf  but  fewer  canned  stringbeans,  tomatoes  and 
corn.    More  carts  of  peas  and  stringbeans  than  average  and  just  about  average 
supplies  of  domestic  canned  tomatoes  and  corn.    But  if  the  ban  against  canned 
tomatoes  imported  from  Italy  continues,  we  may  not  have  as  many  canned  tomatoes 
as  we  have  usually  eaten  during  the  past  5  years.    You  may  not  have  realized  that 
about  8  percent  of  the  canned  tomatoes  we  eat  in  this  country  every  year  has  been 
imported. 

So  much  for  vegetable  news.    Now  let's  hear  the  news  of  the  meat  on  the 
market,    wore  meat  is  coming  to  market  this  month  than  last  'because  this  is  the 
time  of  year  when  the  slaughter  of  cattle,  hogs  and  lambs  increases.    The  total 
supply  of  meat  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year.    But  you  can  expect  to  see 
prices  of  beef,  pork,  and  lamb  go  down  as  more  meat  is  for  sale. 

Turkey  news  this  fall  is  big.    Last  year  the  turkey  crop  was  record  size. 
This  year  it's  going  to  break  that  record  and  be  even  larger,    A  good  many  turkeys 
are  already  going  to  market.    Many  farmers  are  trying  to  sell  their  birds  early 
because  the  crop  promises  to  be  so  large. 

From  turkey  news  let's  turn  to  egg  ne\\rs.    At  this  season  the  price  of 
better-grade  eggs  generally  goes  up  much  more  than  the  price  of  average-grade  eggs. 
In  May  and  June  Grade-B  eggs  were  retailing  in  New  York  City  at  only  10  cents  a 
dozen  less  than  Grade-A  eggs.    Last  week  this  difference  was  already  19  cents. 
Several  weeks  last  winter  the  difference  was  as  much  as  25  cents. 

The  supply  of  eggs  this  month  is  smaller  than  last  month  and  smaller  than 
a  year  ago.  As  you  probably  know,  hens  lay  fewer  and  fewer  eggs  during  the  last 
half  of  the  year.    November  is  the  month  of  fewest  eggs  generally. 
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Not  so  much  butter  this  month  as  last.    And  not  so  many  other  dairy- 
products.    But  supplies  of  butter  and  other  dairy  products  are  larger  than  a 
year  ago  at  this  time. 

As  for  the  price  of  butter,  that  goes  up  from  September  to  late  November 
or  December.    You'll  be  paying  the  most  for  butter  of  any  time  during  the  year 
in  late  November  or  early  December. 

And  that  finishes  all  the  food  tips  I  have  for  you  today.    Once  again  let 
me  tell  you  that  these  tips  come  direct  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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